Early Care and Education 

► Aligning the early years and the early grades 

“Too often government officials design programs for children as if they lived their lives 
in silos, as if each stage of a child’s life were independent of the other, unconnected to 
what came before or what lies ahead. ” 1 




This issue of The Progress of Education Reform addresses the policies and practices asso- 
ciated with sustaining school readiness and boosting achievement for young children 
throughout the early elementary years. All three studies support the notion that an aligned 
and coordinated set of policies and practices linking early learning with the early elemen- 
tary grades will maximize a return on investments and help ensure later academic success. 



Policymakers and educators continue to grapple with issues of persistent achievement 
gaps in student performance at grade 3 and beyond. As they do, they are looking for ways 
to create a more “seamless” system of education that “assures young people’s education is 
connected from one stage to the next — reducing the chances that students will be lost 
along the way or require remedial programs to acquire skills or knowledge they could have 
learned right from the start.” 2 




State policymakers are beginning now to look for ways to fill the gap in education 
policy and practice that links school readiness efforts and school improvement efforts. 
Policymakers face three key questions: 

, 1. Where does an expanded education continuum begin — at birth, 

at age 3 or at some other critical point in a child’s development? 

2. How do we effectively create linkages between and across early 
education and early elementary school programs? 

3. What characteristics of an elementary school have the capacity to 
sustain and increase children’s learning in the early grades? 



What’s Inside 

► The disconnect 
between systems 
of early care and 
education and K-12 



Each of the following works reviewed addresses one or more of these 
questions. While there is no “right” answer, each paper provides read- 
ers with options and opportunities that may help focus their own 
unique education policy and practice priorities. 
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